
 

 

SAVANNAH CONVENTION 
A ROUSING SUCCESS! 

 

 The American Pilotsô Association (APA) held its 
Biennial Convention in Savannah, Georgia from October 
1st through 5th.  The Savannah Harbor Pilots, led by Mas-
ter Pilot, Captain Trey Thompson III, hosted this yearôs 
Convention, providing an ideal backdrop for the meetings 
as some of the largest container vessels calling at U.S. 
ports were piloted up and down the river throughout the 
week.  The Convention, which was open to all APA-
member pilots and invited guests, was attended by nearly 
200 of the Nationôs 1,200 State-licensed and U.S.-
registered pilots, along with Captain Simon Pelletier, 
President of the International Maritime Pilotsô Associa-
tion, and numerous pilot leaders from around the world. 
 The Convention was presided over by APA Presi-
dent Captain Jorge Viso and began with a tribute to the 
late Captain Louis Adams (Aransas Corpus Christi Pi-
lots), who was tragically killed in the line of duty on June 
16, 2018.  During his remarks, Viso stressed, ñDuring the 
week take advantage of the accumulated knowledge and 
experience in this room.  Ask questions and challenge 
each other.  Share experiences and ideas and bring those 
experiences and ideas back to your groups.ò  Viso contin-
ued, ñThis is one way we can continue to keep our profes-
sion fresh and always moving forward.ò 
 During the week, the six APA Regional Vice Presi-
dents gave reports on pilotage matters in their respective 
regions.  At the Convention, there was also a change to 
APAôs senior leadership.  Captain Kathleen Flury, Presi-
dent of the Southeast Alaska Pilots Association, was 
elected Vice President for the Pacific States.  She will 
begin her term in January 2019 upon the retirement of 
Captain Peter McIsaac. 
 Two important and timely substantive panel discus-
sions were held during the week.  One on navigational 
issues related to Ultra Large Container Vessels, and an-
other on recent developments in autonomous shipping.  
Paul Kirchner, APA Executive DirectorðGeneral Coun-
sel, conducted the Attorneys Meeting, which was attend-
ed by dozens of lawyers representing pilots and pilot 
groups around the country.  Clay Diamond, Deputy Di-
rector-Associate General Counsel, gave an update on 
Coast Guard credentialing policies. 

 The Convention featured a strong lineup of senior 
government leaders.  These speakers included Robert L. 
Sumwalt (Chairman, National Transportation Safety 
Board), Rear Admiral John P. Nadeau (U.S. Coast Guard, 
Assistant Commandant for Prevention Policy), Rear Ad-
miral Mark H. Buzby (Maritime Administrator), U.S. 
Congressman Earl L. ñBuddyò Carter, and Savannah 
Mayor, Eddie DeLoach.  Captain Kirsten Martin, Com-
manding Officer of the Coast Guardôs National Maritime 
Center, also provided updates on merchant mariner cre-
dentialing policies. 
 The APA Navigation and Technology Committee 
(NAVTECH) also met during the Convention with Chair-
man, Captain Paul Amos presiding and assisted by Vice 
Chair Captain Jonathan Samuell and APA Navigation 
Technology Director Mr. Bill Cairns.   
 Captain Recee Young of the Virginia Pilots went 
through a number of real life instances where ñghost tar-
getsò appeared on PPU displays and how to mitigate the 
opportunities for such occurrences. Bill Cairns provided 
an update on eNavigation efforts at IMO and IALA, fo-
cusing on S-Mode and the Maritime Service Portfolio.  
Captain Hans Antonsen of the Southeast Alaska Pilots 
gave a primer on track pilot/autopilot use.  
 NAVTECH was fortunate to have four guest speak-
ers at this meeting.  Captain Liz Kretovic, Deputy Hy-
drographer, NOAA Office of Coast Survey and Mr. Jon 
Dasler, David Evans & Associates, gave a presentation on 
high quality hydrographic surveys.  Ms. Rachel Medley 
followed them with an overview of NOAAôs portfolio of 
digital Navigation Services.  Mr. Dave Lewald from the 
USCG Office of Navigation Systems described the agen-
cyôs vision on the Future of Navigation and also the cur-
rent deployment of AIS aids to navigation. 
 Captain Amos briefly discussed the results of 2017 
portable pilot unit (PPU) survey and the need for full and 
accurate participation from all pilot groups. 
 Several groups offered updates on their new PPU 
equipment purchases and upgrades, as well as software 
changes.  The meeting concluded with short ñelevator 
speechesò being presented by the various navigation tech-
nology vendors who had updates aimed at promoting new 
equipment or features and enticing participants to visit 
their booths in the Exhibitors areas.  
 

(For pictures of the Convention, see page 4) 
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KITACK LIM EARNS 
RE-ELECTION AS IMO 
SECRETARY GENERAL 

 

 As the industry heads to-
wards what many observers con-
sider to be a period of unprece-
dented regulatory change, Mr. 

Kitack Lim won reelection - unopposed - to a second 
four-year term as Secretary General of the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization (IMO). 
 On November 23rd, during the meeting of IMOôs 
Council, the South Korean maritime diplomat won 
the support of the 40 nations which are members of 
the United Nations agency's senior steering council. 
 His second term will start in January 2020, sub-
ject to the formal ratification of the IMO's overall 
Assembly at its December 2019 meeting. 
 Mr. Lim was considered by many to be the dark 
horse victor in his first election in 2015, defeating 
several strong rivals, including a candidate from the 
U.S. Coast Guard, on a platform of building a prag-
matic consensus between governments and industry 
under the slogan ña voyage together.ò 
 Mr. Lim's re-election reverts to the common past 
practice of secretaries-general serving more than one 
term of office.  His predecessor, Japan's Koji 
Sekimizu, served for only one four-year term before 
standing aside for personal reasons. 
 IMO member nations on the council include the 
US, China, Norway and the UK among the 10 largest 
providers of shipping services. A further 10 includ-
ing Brazil, German, Australia and India have a large 
interest in seaborne trade.  Another 20 represent 
those to ensure a wide geographic spread including 
Singapore, Liberia, Denmark, Egypt and Chile. 
 

IALA ENAV 
COMMITTEE MEETS 

 

 The 22nd session of the IALA 
eNavigation Committee (ENAV) 
was held at IALA Headquarters 
from October 8 to 12.  Bill Cairns, 
APA Navigation Technology Di-

rector, participated for APA, while Captain Jean 
Daniel Gilles, a Dunkirk pilot, represented IMPA. 
 This session drew 117 delegates from 25 coun-
tries and 4 sister organizations (e.g., IMPA). This 
was the first meeting for the 2018-2022 Work Pro-
gram and the ENAV Committee considered 93 input 
papers and produced 20 output papers.  Beginning 
this session, there is a new organization for the Com-
mittee, it is broken into 3 Working Groups: Digital 
Information Systems, Digital Communication Sys-
tems, and Emerging Digital Technology. 
 During the previous 4-year program of ENAV, 
the subject of most import to APA was the develop-
ment of an IALA guideline on the Maritime Service 
Portfolio (MSP), specifically the MSP on Pilotage 
Service, known as MS6.  The IALA Council had de-
cided to move this issue from ENAV, following this 
latest meeting, to the Aids to Navigation Require-
ments and Management Committee (ARM).  APA 
raised our concerns about moving this issue out of 
ENAV and will raise it again to Council or  IALAôs 
Secretariat.  In the meantime, Bill Cairns participated 
in the working group addressing the MSP guideline 
and will follow its completion in the ARM Commit-
tee to ensure pilot equities are protected.  
 

IALA SETS JULY 1st AS WORLD 
MARINE NAVIGATION DAY 

 

 IALAôs General Assembly has established  
World Marine Aids to Navigation Day to be ob-
served annually on July 1st.   IALA members were 
invited to propose a theme for the 2019 event. 
 In its submission, APA proposed Emphasizing 
the Human in the Future of Marine Aids to Naviga-
tion as a theme.  APA noted that some emerging 
technologies are being rapidly introduced without 
thoughtful implementation, which should consider 
the interaction between technology-based shipping 
and more traditional human-based shipping.   
 APAôs submission stressed that the APA and 
IALA objectives continue to be to protect the safety 
of navigation and the marine environment.  With re-
spect to AtoN, it is APAôs view that the human 
needs to be more fully considered with the imple-
mentation of new technologies (e.g., the interaction 
of autonomous ships with traditionally manned ships 
and the resultant impact on AtoN and VTS). 
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COAST GUARD AUTH ACT 
PASSESS AS 115TH 

CONGRESS WINDS DOWN 
 

 On November 27th, the House 
of Representatives voted unani-
mously to send to the Presidentôs 

desk a bipartisan bill to reauthorize, support, and 
strengthen the U.S. Coast Guard, to reauthorize and 
update the authorities of the Federal Maritime Com-
mission, and to address several other important mari-
time priorities.  The Senate had previously approved 
the legislation on November 14th by a vote of 94-6. 
 The Frank LoBiondo Coast Guard Authorization 
Act of 2018 (S. 140), which is named after retiring 
U.S. Representative Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ), in-
cludes several provisions that APA supports and has 
championed during the course of the 115th Congress.    
 Section 514 of S. 140 requires the Coast Guard, 
subject to available funding, to establish, operate, 
and sustain ña land-based, resilient, and reliableò 
complement to and backup for the timing component 
of GPS.  This section lays out detailed requirements 
that such a system must meet and makes clear that 
the purpose of such a system is ñto ensure the availa-
bility of uncorrupted and nondegraded positioning, 
navigation, and timing signals for military and civil-
ian users in the event that GPS signals are corrupted, 
degraded, unreliable, or otherwise unavailable.ò  
Rep. John Garamendi (D-CA) said, ñIn addition to 
robust funding for the Coast Guard, this yearôs bill 
will advance the development of a crucially needed 
backup system for GPS navigation.ò  Garamendi has 
been among the most vocal Congressional leaders 
advocating for a dependable back up to GPS.   
 Section 829 of the Authorization Act directs the 
Coast Guard to ñprescribe a final rule eliminating the 
requirement that a mariner actively using the mari-
ner's credential complete an approved refresher or 
recertification course to maintain a radar observer 
endorsement.ò  On June 11, likely in response to the 
looming Congressional passage of the Coast Guard 
Authorization Act, including Section 829, the Coast 
Guard published a proposed rule that would elimi-
nate the Radar Observer refresher/recertification re-
quirement.  APA will advise member pilotsô associa-
tions as soon as this proposed rule is made final. 
 Finally, Section 601 of S. 140 includes changes 
to the composition of the Merchant Mariner Medical 
Advisory Committee (MEDMAC).  The current 
composition of MEDMAC is 14 members, with 10 
being medical professionals and 4 being mariners.  
At APAôs urging, Congress has changed the advisory 
committeeôs composition to 9 medical professionals 
and 5 mariners.  In discussions with the Coat Guard, 

APA has recommended that it would be most fair 
and representative of the U.S. mariner population to 
have the 5 mariners consist of an oceans deck of-
ficer, an oceans engineering officer, an inland deck 
officer, an inland engineer officer and a pilot. 
 Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman Bill Shuster (R-PA) said after the House 
passed S.140,  ñNaming this legislation for our retir-
ing colleague, Congressman Frank LoBiondo, is an 
acknowledgement of his championship of the Coast 
Guard and maritime sector throughout his congres-
sional career, including during his leadership of the 
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcom-
mittee in five previous congresses.ò  
 Rep. LoBiondo, a long-time friend to the APA 
and ardent supporter of State pilots and the State Pi-
lot System, retires from Congress in January after 
serving as the Second District Congressman for 24 
years.  He served as the House Subcommittee on 
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Chairman 
or Ranking Member during five previous Congress-
es.  LoBiondo chaired the Subcommittee in the 107th, 
108th, 109th, and 112th Congresses, and served as 
Ranking Member in the 111th Congress.  During his 
tenure as the Republican leader of the Subcommittee, 
LoBiondo oversaw the enactment of multiple Coast 
Guard authorization laws. 
 The Frank LoBiondo Coast Guard Authorization 
Act of 2018 will now head to President Donald 
Trump for final approval. 
 
 

PRESIDENT SIGNS 
SAVE OUR SEAS ACT OF 2018 

 

 On November 17th, President 
Donald Trump signed into law 
the Save Our Seas Act of 2018 (S. 
3508). Title II of this Act codifies 

statutory changes to implement recommendations 
arising from the Coast Guard and NTSB investiga-
tions into the tragic loss of the cargo ship EL FARO. 
 While pilots, of course, have an interest in any 
legislation aimed at improving the safety of U.S. flag 
ships moving in our ports and waterways, there are 
also provisions about which pilots may have a partic-
ular interest.  Specifically, the Save Our Seas Act 
mandates that the U.S. Coast Guard shall have "full, 
concurrent and timely access to and ability to use 
vessel data recorder (VDR) data and audio held 
by any other Federal agency in all marine casualty 
investigations, regardless of which agency is the in-
vestigative lead".  This VDR provision is likely in-
tended to address the tension that sometimes arises 
when the Coast Guard and NTSB are both involved 
in conducting a marine casualty investigation.   
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SCENES FROM THE SAVANNAH CONVENTION 

NTSB Chairman, the 
Honorable Robert L. 
Sumwalt (wearing a 
Bay & River Delaware 
Pilotsô hat!). 

Captain Jorge J. Viso delivers the 
APA Presidentôs Report to the  
pilot delegates in attendance. 

Sporting Clay winner, Cap-
tain Joe ñDead Eyeò Brown 
(right), poses with Captain 
Trey Thompson (Savannah 
Pilots), the event organizer. 

IMPA and CMPA 
President, Captain 
Simon Pelletier, 
delivers his interna-
tional report to the 
APA Convention. 

Admiralôs Cup golf event winners 
(from left to right): Captains Drew 
Glassing, Scott Ireland, John 
Oldmixon, and John DeCruz, aka 
ñThe New York-New Jersey Gangò. 

U.S. Maritime Administra-
tor, Rear Admiral Mark H.  
Buzby (left) provides an 
update on MARAD activi-
ties as Captain Viso listens. Captain Bill Cofer, Virginia Pilots (at 

the podium), makes a point during 
the ULCV panel discussion. 

APA Delegates at the 2018 Convention. 

Exhibitor area at the Convention. 

Mayor of Savannah, the 
Honorable Eddie DeLoach. 

Autonomous shipping panel discus-
sion (left to right): Paul Kirchner, 
Captain Jorge Viso, Captain George 
Quick, and Captain Simon Pelletier. 

Rear Admiral John 
P. Nadeau, Assistant 
USCG Commandant 
for Prevention Policy, 
discusses the latest 
agencyôs policies, as 
well as the vital part-
nership between pi-
lots and the USCG. 

APA Delegates at the 2018 Convention. 


